,,  Calllngton  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
For  1921. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  your  District  for  the  past  year.  The  year  has  been 
uneventful,  and  the  Social  Conditions  are  practically  unchanged. 
Unemployment  has  lessened  there  being  now  13  men  affected.  The 
number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  Poor-Law  relief  is  27,  seventeen 
adults,  ten  children,  and  the  amount  paid  is  £292. 

The  excessive  drought  with  consequent  scarcity  of  water  produced 
the  usual  troubles  experienced  in  former  years  under  similar  conditions  ; 
both  the  Council  and  the  Waterworks  Company  are  making  efforts 
to  improve  matters,  the  latter  have  acquired  an  additional  plot  of 
• land  about  three-quarters  of  an  acre  with  two  springs  yielding  2,000 
gallons  per  day  in  the  driest  part  of  the  Season. 

The  Census'  (1,636)  shows  a decline  of  76  and  this  appears  to 
be  the  general  experience  of  most  inland  towns  in  the  Country. 

1 . General  Statistics. 

^ Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2492 

Population  1921  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1636 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1921  ...  ...  416 

Number  of  Families,  or  separate  Occupiers  1921  420 

Rentable  Value  ...  ^5,249  l7s.  6d. 

Sum  represented  by  a Id  Hate  ...  ^21  17s.  5d. 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year.  . 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Births — Legitimate 

25 

9 

16 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  ( R.G.)  ...  16.5 

2 

2 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  (R.G.)  ...  17.1 

28 

11 

17 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequnce  of, 

Childbirth  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  age  per  1,000  births  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  „ Whooping  Cough  (all  age)  ...  ...  Nil 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  ages)  ...  Nil 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 

year 


The  causes  of  death  at  all  ages  were  : — 


Diphtheria 

Males 

1 

Females 

Total 

1 

'I'uberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

3 

3 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

2 

1 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  &c. 

1 

— 

1 

Heart  Disease  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  Diseases  ... 

— 

5 

5 

11 

17 

28 

3.  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Disease 

Total 

Class  notified 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Diphtheria  

7 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis — 

1 

^M  ... 

1 

1 

\\ 

<\  Pulmonary 

F ... 

3 

— 

— 

1 

d'otal 

4 

— 

3 

1 

(M  ... 

— 

— 

2 

}i  Non-pulmonary 

’f  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

riotal 

— 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Nil 

Analysis  of  the  total  cases  and  deaths  under  age  groups  ; — 

Under  upwards 

Cases  Total  ivr  lyr  ayr  ayr  4yr  syr  loyr  isyr  aoyr  asyr  45yr  65  upwards 

Diphtheria  ...  7 2 1 ...  1 2 I 

Other  diseases  Nil  

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary  ...  4 1 ...  3 ..  

Non  do,  ...  Nil  

Deaths 

Pulmonary  ...  3 1 1 1 

Non  do.  2 1 1 

All  ascertained  cases  of  tuberculosis  occurring  within  the  District 
have  been  notified. 

4.  Causes  of  Sickness. 

Bronchitis  was  prevalent  among  children  early  in  the  year  and 
many  cases  of  diarrhoea ; the  causes  were  probably  Climatic. 

Diphtheria  originated  outside  the  District  and  three  imported 
cases  resulted  ; the  other  cases  could  not  be  traced  and  local  conditions 
were  probably  the  cause 

5.  Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals, 
&c.,  available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  thtf  Home. 

(a)  General.  There  is  a District  Nurse  who  is  available  for 
maternity  and  general  nursing. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  None. 

Midwives.  None. 

Olmical  Treatment  Centres.  None. 

Hospitals.  None. 

The  nearest  Hospitals  are  at  Liskeard,  8 miles,  and  Tavistock 
lo  miles;  practically  all  cases  are  sent  to  Tlymouth.  There  is  no 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  but  efforts  are  being  made  to  build 
one  in  conjunction  with  Liskeard  and  Looe 
Institutional  Provision  None. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  None. 

The  nearest  being  at  Liskeard. 


6.  Laboratory  Work. 


Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  done  at  an 
outside  Laboratory. 

The  1 )iphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order  is  adopted  when  necessary. 


Those  for  the  year  have  been 

as  follows  : — 

Positive  Negative 

Total 

Sputum,  for  T.B. 

...  2 ...  1 

3 

Swabs,  for  Diphtheria 

...  8 ...  4 . 

12 

The  Adoptive  Act  in  force  in  the  District  is — 
The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  (adopted  1902). 


T'he  Bye-Laws  in  force  are  — 

1.  Slaughterhouses  (adopted  1908). 

2.  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (adopted  1908) 

3.  Nuisances  (adopted  1906) 

4.  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  (adopted  1908). 

7.  Sanitary  Administration. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  and  death  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
the  late  Mr.  J.  Richards,  I am  not  in  possession  of  figures  to  give 
a tabular  statement  of  his  work,  and  can  only  record  approximately 
matters  that  have  come  under  my  own  observation — 


Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  150 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Premises,  houses,  &c , inspected  ...  ...  80 

,,  ,,  Nuisances  abated  ..  ...  12 

Sewers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains,  laid  or  repaired  ..  ...  ...  11 

New  W C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Over-crowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Factories  and  Workshops  inspected  ...  ...  15 


Of  the  Bakehouses,  2 required  limewashing  All  premises  in 
which  Infectious  Diseases  occurred  were  disinfected  with  Formalin 
and  cleansed  with  Izal. 


8.  Public  Health  Staff. 


The  Staff  consists  of : — 

[.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  holding  the  D.P.H,  Camb. 
He  is  a part-time  Officer,  who  is  also  Poor  Law  Medical 
Officer  for  the  District. 

2 The  late  Sanitary  Inspector  was  a part-time  Officer  and  also 
Highway  Surveyor ; at  the  time  of  writing  his  successor 
has  been  appointed,  who  holds  the  C.R.S.L,  and  is  a 
part-time  Officer. 

A.  contribution  is  made  to  the  salaries  of  both  officers  by 
Exchequer  Grants. 

9.  Housing. 

Number  of  New  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

An  army  hut  has  been  erected  and  converted  into  two 
dwellings 

(d)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme  nil 

I.  U 71  fit  dwelling  hoicses. 

' Inspection — ( r)  'fotal  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

i for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

I Acts)  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

i (2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

i recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

i Regulations,  1910...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

I dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  uilder  the  preceding  sub  lieading)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  5 

2.  Remedy  of  Defect  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
in  quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 

their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .3 


3-  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning 

&c.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit:  — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ..  nil 

{b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 

by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : — 

{a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

{b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  7iil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  &c , Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  7iil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  7iil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ..  nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  7iil 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  DAVIS,  M.R.C.S.,  I.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


